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monest gratitude should have made Lord Normanby
pause before he took the fatal step which sullied
the close of his political career.

Let me turn from this last lamentable error, and
remember only his many good and amiable quali-
ties. He was certainly one of the most courteous
and agreeable of our ministers and diplomatists.
There was no hauteur or reserve in his manner, and
yet a natural dignity which prevented all undue
familiarity. He was a fluent and ready speaker,
and wrote with ease and elegance. When in Dub-
lin he was much beloved by all around him, for he
was a thoroughly good-natured man; and because
this expression has been often misunderstood and
supposed to mean weak or silly, let us not despise
this rare and precious gift, much oftener bestowed
on men of intellect than on fools. Till his illness,
Lord Normanby was never heard to say an unkind
thing of any one; and though in the latter years
of his life he carried this amiable quality too far,
when he took the part of the ex-King of Naples,
the Duke of Modena, the Pope, and the brigands
and assassins of Antonelli and Merode, yet this
kindness in the days of his prosperity had a win-
ning charm, because it was genuine, and sprang
from a really good heart.

Had Lord Normanby not taken to politics and
become a Viceroy and Secretary of State, he would
have achieved great success as a literary man. His
two novels, Matilda, and Yes and No, were worthy
to be placed on a par with the best of their day;
and had he been obliged to earn his bread, he
might have been a Bulwer or a Kemble. For,
besides his literary acquirements, he had a remark-ood-merchants, andity.a rapid and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